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-ritual is prescribed. The theory of transmigration of souls or
metempsychosis is not believed in. All Lingadhdris or wearers
of the divine symbol eat together, intermarry and live in unity.

Lingayats are devout, puritanical and warlike in their
character.21 They are found chiefly in the Kanarese and Telugu
countries, constituting thirty-five per cent, of the total population
in the Belgaum, Bijapur and Dharwar districts and ten per cent.
in the Mysore and Kolhapur States.22 They call themselves
Virsjpivas, the brave followers of Siva.

iWhence did they develop their peculiar doctrines and social
institutions? Brown, although he noticed the resemblances with
Muslim ideas inconsequentially, came to the conclusion that
" an observation of the Christian faith in the neighbouring
country of Malayala may have led to his (Basava's) seeking a
better creed."23 This is, however, a mere fancy. There is no
evidence for the existence of a Christian community on the
Konkan coast. On the other hand, the whole of Western India
from Cambay to Quilon was studded with Muslim colonies,
established in the early centuries of the Muslim era. Nairn after
investigating the Musalman remains on the Konkan coast arrived
at the conclusion ** that the Musalmans of this part, who differ
so strongly from others of their religion in physical appearance,
in dress, and in some of their customs, must be descended from
sea-faring Arabs who settled on this coast, and not from the
Musalman conquerors of India/'24 It is difficult to resist the
inference that Lingdyatism was a result of the influence which
these Muslims exerted in these parts of India. No other hypo-
thesis appears sufficient to explain the revolutionary character of
its doctrines and customs. The abandonment of such a deep-
rooted Hindu idea as that of metempsychosis and of such customs

21 Brown:  Op.  cit., p.   175.
22 Thurston:   Op.   cit.
23 Brown:  Op.   cit.,   p.   145.
24 Nairn: The Muslim Remains on Southern Konkan,    Indian Antiqtiaryv
Vol.  II, pp. 278, and 317;  Vol.  Ill,  181.